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Current Trends We Face by Way Kuo

What are the current trends we face in our education experience?
How can we keep pace with the broad constituencies of our disciplines

and with the rest of society? Where is the market for our future careers?

The efficiency and convenience that new products offer us are not
enough. For society to solve the myriad problems it faces, and help to
create a better society to live in, we need something more: we need to be

creative and self-reflective in the way we think, act and behave.

v

We need to remain creative in order to maintain a competitive edge.
Higher education and industry are highly competitive: we are all
competing for the same resources, visibility and recognition. But if we

are overwhelmed by others, we have no one to blame but ourselves. To

move with the times, we need to examine our own areas of expertise,
and ask important questions. For instance, in the past 15 years many
disciplines have been merged or eliminated. This is a trend that is on-
going. Deciding what should be renewed, and what should be modified,

is crucial for anyone wishing to stay relevant.

Whatever projects we undertake in higher education institutions, we
have to ensure that we are responding to societal needs. To do this, our
programmes have to be broad-based, inter-disciplinary and high quality.
To prepare students for a knowledge-based society, we need young
people who are knowledgeable. By seeking broader avenues, we can
identify where niche areas of development exist. These niches may be in
systems, business, or innovation, and each one offers points from which

students and faculty can grow.

One word of caution, though: we are all free to talk and act, and we

should do so, but we must consider the consequences and accountability.

We can remain integral members of society without acting in restless
ways. Democracy must never be misused and we should always
anticipate the impact of the things we say. Team work is to be

encouraged in our society.

Society is competitive and the best way to succeed is to ask yourself

creative questions. Is a degree from Tsing Hua a means or an end? How

can you develop further? Is your degree useful to society or is it a qualifier
that people can live with or without? Taiwan is flooded with young

people with good degrees from prestigious universities. What is your

niche and what will your contribution be?
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